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Objectives
The overall objective was to improve the knowledge and understanding of staff
within Lancashire Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust of why medications need to be
given on time when people with Parkinson’s enter our hospitals. An audit
highlighted that we needed to address the need for medications to be given on
time. Initially face to face teaching sessions were delivered but it was identified
that we needed another way to reach as many members of staff as possible.
We therefore developed two E Learning courses one for members of staff that
need a more in-depth knowledge of Parkinson’s medications and another for
staff who do not dispense medications.
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Intervention
Initially the eLearning packages were designed to be a good educational tool
for staff working for Lancashire Teaching Hospitals . The Parkinson’s Nurses at
Lancashire Teaching Hospitals worked closely with the Trust’s Blended Learning
Team, over a six-month period, to produce two engaging interactive eLearning
packages .
These eLearning packages incorporated information and videos from Parkinson’s
UK with local information, graphics, animations, videos and photos. These highquality courses have been well received by the Trust’s staff many of whom have
left positive feedback upon completion of the course including:
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“An interesting and insightful course outlining the consequences of giving
Parkinson's medication late.”
“A very thought provoking programme”
“I found the patient video particularly moving and I shall emphasise the
importance to my future student nurses.”
“Very interesting course with lots of information that will be invaluable in
helping me to care for people who have Parkinson’s”
“As a pharmacy technician I found this course very important to complete as it
highlights the importance of prioritising Parkinson’s medication when
dispensing/ordering”
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Outcomes and next steps
Staff within Lancashire Teaching Hospitals Trust now have a greater awareness
of Parkinson’s. We know from feedback from patients that there has been a
greater understanding of Parkinson’s within the Trust. We have also noted from
reviewing patients that delays in medications being given on time have been
reduced. We will soon be re-auditing Medications on Time again within the
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whole Trust and are excited to see how far we have progressed.
Following the successful publication of the course the eLearning package has
been adapted by the Blended Learning Team and shared by the UK Parkinson’s

Online Course Previews

Excellence Network and so that it can be imbedded into other Trusts within the
UK, this has been a massive achievement for our team and our Trust a whole.

You can preview the two versions of the course online:

We continue to promote the eLearning within our Trust on regular basis, we

•

Get it on Time – Parkinson’s Medication

have also ensured it is recommended that all Students entering the Trust

•

Get it on Time – Parkinson’s Medication For staff who don’t administer

complete the course.

medications
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